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VERA

E.

MILZ

Bookpourri: Reviews of Books
for Children
Vera Milz is a second-grade teacher at Conant
Elementary School in Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. She
is a past president of the Oakland County Reading
Council.

id you know that "The Wonderful Wizard of Oz" is celebrating its 100th anniversary this
year? A beautiful facsimile of the first edition (L. Frank Baum, HarperCollins, 2000,
$24.95, ISBN 0-06-029323-3) which contains all 24 of W.W.
Denslow's original color plates, as well as 130 two-color
illustrations, arrived in my mailbox this week. It is delighting
a new generation of second-graders in my classroom at the moment.
Another fascinating book is a collaboration of thirty artists and writers who .
share their memories of one hundred years of Oz in "The Hundredth
Anniversary Celebration" (Peter Glassman, Editor, HarperCollins, 2000,
$24.95, ISBN 0-688-15915-X). It's hard to believe that one book can
endure for so long and still capture the interest of children living in such
different worlds and circumstances, but here is one that certainly has done
it. In this column, I have found a selection of books that I hope will meet
the interests of your children. Time will tell if any become classics that
touch many generations of children. If you can help me with information or
Milz
review copies for future issues, please write to me at 1750 Woodgate Dr.,
Troy, MI 48083.

BOOKS FOR THE YOUNGEST READERS
Brown, Ruth. Snail Trail. (Crown, 2000,
$9.95, ISBN 0-375-80696-2).
A slimy little snail sets off on a journey. It
takes him to many places: up a hill, over a
bridge, into a forest, and many other places
until he ends up in a dark, dark cave, where
he curls up in his shell fast asleep. The final
pages show his journey through a garden from
a child's perspective while the original pages
show the same trip through the snail's point
of view. This is another delightful book from
a very creative artist.
VoLUME

Ch wast, Seymour. Traffic Jam. (Houghton
Mifflin, 1999, $15.00, ISBN 0-395-97495X).

After her kitten is rescued from falling into
a manhole, Babs decides to take her baby
home. When she decides to cross the street,
Officer Grumm blows his whistle to stop traffic. The book then uses special pages that the
reader can unfold to show how big and annoying a traffic jam can be. When Babs and
her kitten are safely across the street and the
pages are refolded, the traffic is then permit-
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ted to pass by. Young readers will enjoy creating their own traffic jam.
Cowell, Cressida. What Shall We Do With
the Boo-Hoo Baby? Illustrations by Ingrid
Godon. (Scholastic, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0439-15311-5).
When Baby cries, a duck, a dog, a cat, and a
cow try to calm him. They try feeding him, bathing him, playing with him, and finally putting
him to bed. After such a hectic day, all the animals are worn out, but after a quick nap, Baby
looks ready to tackle the world again.
Cuyler, Margery, Reteller. Roadsigns: A
Rarey Race with a Tortoise. Illustrations by
Steve Haskamp. (Winslow Press, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 1-890817-23-6).
Tortoise and Hare's famous race is re-enacted on a country road with traffic signs, as
well as signs made by a host of friends cheering them on. The race goes through a
construction zone, a tunnel, a railroad crossing, and a city street before hitting the finish
line. Of course, we know the winner, but reading the signs that accompany the race's
pathway makes for a whole new twist on an
old story.
Day, Nancy Raines. A Kitten's Year. Illustration by Anne Mortimer. (HarperCollins,
2000, $14.95, ISBN 0-06-027230-9).
A little kitten pend it first year of life
exploring the , ights and ound of the world
around it. As the year pas e , the sea ons
change and the kitten grows into a cat. Cat
lovers will especially enjoy thi book with
its imple text and reali tic illu trations. The
kitten grows up before your eyes.

Hutchins, Pat. Ten Red Apples.
(Greenwillow, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-68816797-7 TR).
As the book opens, there are ten red
apples hanging on a tree. Quickly, they
begin to disappear, as the horse, cow, donkey, goat, pig, sheep, goose, duck, hen and
the farmer each eat one. However, the
farmer's wife wanted to make a pie and is
disappointed at the empty tree. Fortunately,
the farmer finds another tree for her filled
with apples for her to bake in a pie.
MacDonald, Suse. Look Whooo 's Counting. (Scholastic, 2000, $14.95, ISBN
0-590-68320-9).
When Owl was young, she could not
count. As she flies through the sky, she
learns how in a most unique way. As you
look at Owl's wings, you can see how she
counts the prairie dog, the mice, the ducks,
and many other animals. At the end, a
young reader will enjoy counting to ten
with Ow 1 in this most delightful book!
Shannon, David. The Rain Came Down.
(Blue Sky/Scholastic, 2000, $15.95, ISBN
0-439-05021-9).
One Saturday, it began to rain, and everyone was mi erable ! The cat yow led, the
chickens quawked, the baby woke up and
tarted to cry. It was so noi y that a policemen stopped to inve tigate and cau ed
a terrible traffic jam! Finally, the rain tops
and life is bearable again. Thi i a great
book to read on a rainy day to reinforce
that idea that unny day will return - ju t
be patient.

FOR THE PICTURE BOOK CONNOISSEUR
Browne, Anthony. Willy's Pictures.
(Candlewick, 2000, $16.99, ISBN 0-76361323-1).
In this sixth book about Willy, he shows
his artistic talents and how he is inspired by
the masters. Each picture is captioned with
Willy's comments. Finally, children can take
a tour of the pictures that inspired Willy and
then try to match them with Willy's work.
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Children will love hunting and guessing, and
what a fun way to introduce them to Anthony
Browne and his illustrious colleagues.
Cannon, Janell. Crickwing. (Harcourt,
2000, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-201790-9).
After being picked on by the bigger creatures of the forest, a cockroach named
Crickwing becomes a bully just like them.
However, he chooses to pick on the leafcutter
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ants, and he angers their queen. Big mistake!
The ants band together and capture
Crickwing, and now he is in grave danger.
How kindness prevails and Crickwing lives
to save the day makes for a heart-warming
adventure with lots for children to consider
as they interact with each other.
DePaola, Tomie. Strega Nona Takes a Vaca ti on. (Putnam, 2000, $16.99, ISBN
0-39-923562-0)
Here's the latest adventure in the beloved
Strega Nona series. Strega Nona is dreaming of childhood vacations as the book
opens. When a series of disasters occur, she
decides that it is time for her to take a vacation, so she heads back to where she
vacationed as a child. It's a very special
time for all.
Donohue, Dorothy. Veggie Soup. (Winslow,
2000, $16.95, ISBN 1-890817-21-X).
Miss Bun loves to cook, and one day she
decides to create her own recipe for Veggie
Soup. Her friends stop by and add some
unusual ingredients like wiggly worms and
beastie bugs - not very vegetarian. The
soup ends up being a disaster, but Miss Bun
saves the day by going back to her recipe
book. In fact, they make so much soup that
they donate some to a soup kitchen.
Frasier, Debra. Miss Alaineus: A Vocabulary Disaster. (Harcourt, 2000, $16.00, (ISBN
0-15-202163-9).
Mrs. Page's fifth-grade tudent have a
word- tudy assignment. When Sage get sick,
she get the word over the phone, and di a ter occur when she hands in her written
work. She has misunder tood one of the
word , and everyone makes fun of her. However, she is able to turn her mistake into a
winning presentation, and everyone applauds
what she has done. This is a great book for
students interested in playing with vocabulary and language.
Henkes, Kevin. Wemberly Worried.
(Greenwillow, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-68817027-7).
Wemberly is a worrier. As she gets ready
to start school, she worries even more.
What if the teacher is mean? What if they
VoLU~E

make fun of my name? What if I hate the
snacks? However, on the first day, she
meets a new girl who is very much like her,
and they become friends. Things work out,
and Wemberly has a great time at school.
This is a great book for anyone who might
tend to be a worrier, or even one who isn't.
Linch, Tanya. My Duck. (Scholastic,
2000, $14.95, ISBN 0-439-20670-7).
Writing stories isn't easy, and when a
little girl gets an assignment to write one,
she runs into lots of problems. Her teacher
tells her that her duck character can't wear
shoes, and she has to start over again. However, that duck has a mind of its own, and
soon the story takes on a life of its own.
Fortunately, the teacher likes the revised
version. There is a lesson here for teachers to consider as they help young writers
- never downplay the power of imagination as children take their first steps in
writing a story.
Vande Velde, Vivian. Troll Teacher. Illustrations by Mary Jane Auch. (Holiday
House, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-8234-15031).

Elizabeth has a new teacher, Miss Turtledove. However, she has purple hair, orange
eyes, and hairy knuckles, and she is a troll
with a wild appetite for strange things. No
one be] ieves Elizabeth - not her brother or
her parents or even the principal. Wil I
Elizabeth find a way to convince omeone
before th teacher eats her? Thi is a wild
and crazy book bound to bring lots of
giggles and laugh from your students.
Wood, Audrey. Jubal's Wish. Illustration by Don Wood. (Blue Sky/Scholastic,
2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-439-16964-X).
It is a glorious day, and Jubal is a happy
bullfrog who wants to share his joy with
his friends. However, they are too busy
with their own problems and have no time
for him. Then Jubal meets a wizard who
will grant him a wish. Will he be able to
make his friends as happy as he is? There
are some unexpected results and quite an
adventure as a result of the wish that Jubal
makes for his friends.
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EARLY CHAPTER BOOKS
Cameron, Ann. Gloria's Way. Illustrations
by Lis Toft. (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2000,
$15.00, ISBN 0-374-32670-3).
Gloria, Julian's best friend in The Stories
Julian Tells, finally has a book of her own.
In it, she has some special times with her mom
and dad, gets a new girlfriend, and conquers
her fear of fractions. These are gentle stories
of everyday happenings and problems that
your own students just might encounter and
have to deal with.
dePaola, Tomie. Here We All Are. (Putnam,
2000, $13.99, ISBN 0-399-23496-9).
Tomie's family has just moved from an
apartment into their own home, and nothing
is more exciting. Then he learns that his
mother is going to have a baby, and he hopes
for a little girl. It's a long wait with lots of
daily happenings to keep him busy/ like starting dancing school and being chosen to
decorate the box to hold all the children's
valentines. Finally, the baby arrives, and life
is wonderful at 26 Fairmount Avenue.
Koller, Jackie French. Mole and Shrew Are
Two. (Random House, 2000, $3.99, ISBN 0375-80690-3).
Mole has his home taken over by visiting
relatives, so he burrows out and right into the
home of Shrew. She helps him find a new

house, which happens to be right next door,
and the fun begins. Join them as the two animals become friends and plan a very special
party for the neighborhood.
Pilkey, Dav. Ricky Ricotta's Giant Robot
vs. The Mutant Mosquitoes from Mercury. Illustrations by Martin Ontiveros. (Blue Sky/
Scholastic, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-590-307215).

Ricky Ricotta is a very small mouse with a
giant robot friend. When an evil villain invades Earth, Ricky and his robot buddy battle
the bad guys. The book features a Flip-ORama adventure as well as directions to learn
how to draw the action figures starring in this
book.
Wojciechowski, Susan. Beany and the
Dreaded Wedding. Illustrations by Susanna
Natti. (Candlewick, 2000, $15.99, ISBN 07636-0924-2).
Most girls would love to be in a wedding,
but worrywart Beany is upset when her cousin
Amy asks her to be the flower girl and ringbearer in her wedding. She worries about her
dress, her hair, and worst of all, losing the
rings at the ceremony. Getting ready for the
wedding and making it through the day makes
for a funny, yet serious adventure sure to
please a reader.

POETRY TIME
Adoff, Arnold. Touch the Poem. Illustrations by Lisa Desimini. (Blue Sky/Scholastic,
2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-590-47970-9).
This is a collection of poems that celebrate
the senses. From scratching an itch in the
center of your back when you are all alone to
touching Daddy's beard to tasting an ice
cream cone on a hot day to smelling a sweet
potato pie, the book is a joyful collection of
words and photographs that will touch your
heart.
Grimes, Nikki. Is It Far to Zanzibar? Illustrations by Betsy Lewin. (Lothrop, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 0-688-13157-3).
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Thirteen poems are found in this collection about Tanzania. Different aspects of life
in this African country are considered in each
poem. Taking a bus ride, selling mangos, gazing at Mount Meru, eating hot peppers with
chicken, and picking coffee beans are just a
few of the many topics. A map of the country
is in the back of the book.
Harrison, David L. Farmer's Garden:
Rhymes for Two Voices. Illlustrations by
Arden Johnson-Petrov. (Wordsong/Boyds
Mills Press, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-1).
The farmer's dog is very curious. He wanders through the farmer's garden and asks
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many questions of the creatures who live
there. The questions and answers form unique
poems that can be read with two voices.
Sierra, Judy. There's a Zoo in Room 22.
Illustrations by Barney Saltzberg. (Harcourt,
2000, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-202033-0).
I like pets in my classroom, and we have
water frogs, a guinea pig, fish, and land
snails. However, my classroom doesn't
compare to the one in this book of poems.
Twenty-six poems describe the antics of
classroom pets, whose names begin with
the letters of the alphabet. Fletcher, Frasier,
Fred, and Floyd are acrobatic cats, while
Iggy Iguana rides around on kid's shoulders or heads. It's quite a classroom with
this wild collection of animals.
Turner, Ann. Secrets from the Dollhouse.
Illustrations by Raul Colon. (HarperCollins,
2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-06-024564-6).
This group of poems describes life in a
dollhouse with a set of wooden dolls and their
servants. Emma wants an adventure and
wants to go outside to something called a tree.
When a cat comes to their dollhouse and
steals the baby doll, the dolls must figure out

a way to save the baby and protect themselves. A Christmas gathering is the subject
of the last poem in the collection.
Wilbur, Richard. The Pig in the Spigot. Illustrations by J.otto Seibold. (Harcourt, 2000,
$16.00, ISBN 0-15-202019-5).
This book is a marvelous play on words
within words. The poems give many examples of short words found in longer ones:
for example, bug in bugle. It's a good idea
for a bugler to be careful, as a bug might be
difficult to digest if he were unlucky enough
to breathe one in. The poems are clever and
bound to create excitement at what unexpected things you might find in a word.
Yolen, Jane. Color Me A Rhyme: Nature
Poems for Young People. Photographs by Jason Stemple. (Wordsong/Boyds Mills, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 1-56397-892-X).
Colors found in nature become the subject
of this set of poems. Green means ivy, ferns,
grass, stems, leaves, and much more. Red is
found in berries as well as butterflies. The
lush photographs and lyrical poems will help
readers take a second look at the natural world
around them.

MICHIGAN CONNECTIONS

Monroe, Colleen. A Wish to be a Christmas Tree. Illustrations by Michael Glenn Monroe. (Sleeping Bear,
2000, $16.95, ISBN 1-58536-002-3).
A tall, lonely tree sits on a Christmas tree farm. It is
sad because it has always been passed over and never
chosen as a Christmas tree. When the animals that live
nearby and in his branches realize his wish, they bring
gifts of icicles, acorns, and berries to decorate him and
to proclaim their love and gratefulness for his protection and friendship. The author and illustrator live in
Brighton, Michigan with their twins, Matthew and
Natalie.

VoLuME
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Murphy, Frank. The Legend of the Teddy Bear.
Illustrations by Gijsbert van Frankenhuyzen.
(Sleeping Bear, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 1-58536013-9).
Besides being the president of the United
States, Theodore Roosevelt was an adventurer
who owned a car, rode in an airplane, and dove
in a submarine. He loved nature and animals,
and when a newspaper article reported how
he ordered his men to free a bear they had
captured, the story inspired a couple to make
a toy bear in honor of the happening. This
book tells of how the name "Teddy Bear"
came to be. The illustrator is a resident of
Bath, Michigan.

Scillian, Devin. Fibblestax. Illustrations by
Kathryn Darnell. (Sleeping Bear, 2000,
$15.95, ISBN 1-886947-90-2).
Told in lyrical verse, the story of a man
named Fibblestax, and how he came to be the
one to name everything is found in this book.
The mayor sets up a contest between
Fibblestax and a man named Carr in which
they name five different things. Fibblestax
is easily declared the winner. The author
lives with his family in Grosse Pointe, and
the illustrator resides with her family in East
Lansing.

50
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Tompert, Ann. Saint Nicholas. Illustrations by Michael
Garland. (Boyds Mills, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 1-56397-844X).

Historians often trace the legends of Santa Claus, Kris 11
Kringle, and Father Christmas back to a man who was the
Bishop of Myra in Asia Minor over a thousand years ago. ,
He was famous for his kindness and acts of charity and
became known for his giving to others. This is his story
and is accompanied by mosaic art reflecting the time of
his life in the fourth century. The author is a resident of
Port Huron.

Wargin, Kathy-jo. The Legend of the
Loon. Illustrations by Gijsbert van
Frankenhuyzen. (Sleeping Bear, 2000,
$17.95, ISBN 1-886947-97-X).
Two children have a special grandmother who shares the beauty of nature
with them. One day, when they venture
out alone in their boat, they stray too
far from shore and are lost. Their grandmother, in the form of a loon, rescues
them. There are many legends of the
loon, and this one has a Scandinavian
base. The author lives in Harbor
Springs.

VoLUME
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CELEBRATING GRANDPARENTS
Cooke, Trish. The Grandad Tree. Illustrations by Sharon Wilson. (Candlewick, 2000,
$15.99, ISBN 0-7636-0815-7).
Playing under their apple tree, two children
remember their grandfather. Just as the tree
started out as a seed, and changed with the
seasons, their grandfather was a baby who
grew into a man who was a husband to their
grandmother, and a father for their mother,
and a grandad for them. With each season,
the children remember what they did with
their grandfather and how much he still is a
part of their lives.
DiSalvo-Ryan, DyAnne. Grandpa's Corner Store. (HarperCollins, 2000, $15.95,
ISBN 0-688-16716-0).
When a giant supermarket moves into the
neighborhood, Lucy's grandpa is afraid that
he will have to close his store. However, the
neighbors rally to convince him to stay. Everyone realizes just how valuable the
personalized service is that Grandfather provides, and they want him to remain in the
neighborhood.
May, Kathy L. Molasses Man. Illustrations
by Felicia Marshall. (Holiday House, 2000,
$16.95, ISBN 0-8234-1438-8).
A young boy describes how his entire family helps Grandpa harvest his sorghum cane
and make molasses. As the boy learns to make

the molasses, his grandfather tells him how
someday he will be in charge. The book tells
how molasses was made in the South for more
than two hundred years, but is now becoming a lost skill.
Mills, Claudia. Gus and Grandpa and
Show-and-Tell. Illustrations by Catherine
Stock. (Farrar Straus Giroux, 2000, $13.00,
ISBN 0-374-32819-6).
This early chapter book reunites the
"perfect" team of Gus and his Grandpa. In
this adventure, Grandpa helps him with
ideas for Show-and-Tell. Gus is having
problems with finding a unique contribution until he brings Grandpa in to tell the
class about Colorado history as Grandpa
has personally lived it.
Winch, John. Keeping Up with Grandma.
(Holiday House, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0-82341563-5).
Grandma and Grandpa lead a busy life, but
Grandma craves more adventure. She wants
to do things like mountain climbing, canoeing, horseback riding, dancing, and sailing,
but Grandpa isn't too happy with all this activity. Finally, he convinces her to do some
things together closer to home. The book
shows the love and gentle compromise where
these two grandparents enjoy life to its fullest together.

FOLK TALES: TRADITIONAL AND MODERN VARIATIONS
Goode, Diane. Cinderella: The Dog and
Her Little Glass Slipper. (Blue Sky/Schol as tic,
2000,
$15.95,
ISBN
0-439-07166-6).
Dog lovers will especially enjoy this
beautifully illustrated version of the beloved tale. The characters have all been
turned into dogs, although the story remains the traditional one.
Greene, Ellin. The Little Golden Lamb. Illustrations by Rosanne Litzinger. (Clarion,
2000, $15.00, ISBN 0-395-71526-1).
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Based on a Hungarian version of "The
Golden Goose," this is a story of a shepherd boy who cares for a golden lamb. It is
given to him as payment for his work, and
when people try to steal it, they stick to
the lamb. As the number of people who
stick to the lamb grows, they look funnier
and funnier. When they pass the palace,
they make a sad princess laugh, as well as
her father, the king. The shepherd boy is
rewarded with three bags of gold as well
as the princess's hand in marriage.
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Hamilton, Virginia. The Girl Who Spun
Gold. Illustrations by Leo and Diane
Dillon. (Blue Sky/Scholastic, 2000,
$16.95, ISBN 0-590-47378-6).
This folktale is a version of a West Indian variant of a Little-Man tale from the
late 1800s. It tells of a cruel little man who
helps a woman spin plain thread into
golden. When she continues to need his
help, he tells her that he will not do it unless she guesses his name. When she does,
he disappears, but the queen must confront
the king over his greediness. Finally, she
forgives him, and they live fairly happily
together.
Kimmel, Eric. The Runaway Tortilla. Illustrations by Randy Cecil. (Winslow,
2000, $16.95, ISBN 1-890817-18-X).
In this Southwestern version of the Gingerbread Man, a tortilla runs away from the
woman who is about to cook him. Her husband, three donkeys, four jackrabbits, five
rattlesnakes, and many others try to catch
him. It is Senor Coyote who finally gets
this tasty morsel.

Rockwell, Anne. The Boy Who Wouldn't
Obey: A Mayan Legend. (HarperCollins,
2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-688-14881-6).
Chae is the great lord of the heavens who
makes rain. He takes a disobedient boy from
Earth to be his servant much to the dismay of
all. Finally, Chae punishes him so severely
that the boy begins to obey, but one day he
punishes him so much that the boy rebels
again. Chae decides to send him back to Earth
where his family is glad to have him back.
San Souci, Robert D. Cinderella Skeleton.
Illustrations by David Catrow. (Silver Whistle/
Harcourt, 2000, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-202003-9).
This retelling in rhyme is the story of a
young woman who finds her prince at a
halloween ball in a cemetery despite the efforts of her wicked stepmother. All the
characters are skeletons. Instead of the traditional glass slipper, Cinderella snaps off a foot
as she leaves the ball, and the prince must
snap her foot bones back in place. Despite
the location and the skeleton characters, the
story has the upbeat elements of the traditional tale.

BIOGRAPHY: FACTUAL AND FICTIONAL ACCOUNTS
Corey, Shana. You Forgot Your Skirt,
Amelia Bloomer. Illustrations by Chesley
McLaren. (Scholastic, 2000, $16.95, ISBN 0439-07819-9).
Young readers will enjoy this picture
book tale of Amelia Bloomer, who dared
to wear pants in public. This was only one
issue that Bloomer took a stand on. She
fought for the right of women to vote, and
their right to hold jobs. She was the editor
of a newspaper written for women and produced by women. Thanks to women like
her who took a stand for things they believed in, today women and girls can wear
whatever they want and enjoy many rights
that were once denied to them.
Giblin, James Cross,. The Amazing Life of
Benjamin Franklin. Illustrations by Michael
Dooling. (Scholastic, 2000, $17.95, ISBN 0590-48534-2).
VOLUME

Franklin lived over 200 years ago, but his
accomplishments still affect life today. He
was a printer and journalist, established some
of our country's first libraries, hospitals, and
colleges. He was an inventor, and, of course,
instrumental in helping to found the United
States of America. This picture book biography will bring the contributions of this
brilliant patriot to the minds of today's students.
Lalicki, Tom. Spellbinder: The Life of
Harry Houdini. (Holiday House, 2000,
$18.95, ISBN 0-8234-1499-X).
When one thinks of magicians, the name
Harry Houdini is one of the first to be thought
of. Here was a man who stunned audiences
with his illusions, his escapes from straitjackets, and disappearances through brick walls.
He has set the standard for magicians even
today. This biography, accompanied by pho-
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tographs of Houdini performing some of his
stunts, is an excellent resource. A chronology of his life and a bibliography are in the
back of the book.
Lasky, Kathryn. Vision of Beauty: The
Story of Sarah Breedlove Walker.
Illusstrations
by Nneka Bennett.
(Candlewick, 2000, $16.99, ISBN 0-76360253-1).
Born in 1867, just after the abolition of slavery, Sarah Breedlove grew up to be Madam
C.J. Walker, a heroine in the city of Indianapolis. She was born in poverty, but became
a great financial success with her development and marketing of hair and beauty care
products for black women. The author grew
up in Indianapolis and became fascinated by
stories she heard of this amazing businesswoman and philanthropist. Her picture book
biography of Madame Walker's life describes
the legacy to women of all races that lives on
today.
Meyer, Carolyn. Anastasia: The Last
Grand Duchess (A Royal Diary). (Scholastic, 2000, $10.95, ISBN 0-439-12908-7).
This book is part of a series of novels written in diary form. It is written from the
viewpoint of the youngest daughter of Nicholas II and describes the privileged life of her
family until the time of World War I and the
tragic events that befell the royal family. An
epilogue, historical notes, and photographs
give even more information about the tragic
life of this member of the Russian royal family.
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Rumford, James. Seeker of Knowledge:
The Man Who Deciphered Egyptian
Hieroglyphs. (Houghton Mifflin, 2000,
$15.00, ISBN 0-395-97934-X).
This picture book biography tells about the
French scholar, Jean-Francois Champollion,
who deciphered Egyptian hieroglyphs and
opened the door to study of ancient Egypt.
As a child, he dreamed of going to Egypt and
unlocking the key to understanding the
hieroglyphs. Throughout his life, he studied
the Rosetta Stone and other inscriptions, and
in 1822 he was able to break the code. His
story is truly an inspirational one.
Sullivan, George. Helen Keller: In Their
Own Words. (Scholastic, 2000, $12.95, ISBN
0-439-14751-4 ).
This biography of the woman who successfully dealt with her disabilities of blindness
and deafness uses excerpts from her own
writings. Photographs from her lifetime accompany the text. A bibliography and
chronology give more information.
Van Steenwyk, Elizabeth. When Abraham
Talked to the Trees. Illustrations by Bill
Farnsworth. (Eerdmans, 2000, $16.00, ISBN
0-8028-5191-6).
This picture book biography reveals the
hunger for learning that persisted in young
Abraham Lincoln. Though his early years
were filled with hardship and sadness, he always remembered his mother's wish that he
read every day from a book that she had left
him. When his chores were finished, he tried
again and again to read. He was able to move
on to other books; but school was an illusive
thing, and he mostly was self-taught. His perseverance remains an inspiration to us to this
day.
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Bunting, Eve. Wanna Buy an Alien? Illustrations by Tim Bush. (Clarion, 2000, $14.00,
ISBN 0-395-69719-0).
Ben receives a mysterious birthday present
from his friend Jason. In it are photographs
of himself with an alien as well as a note asking if he wants to arrange a visit to the alien's
home on the planet Cham. Jason says he ordered the gift from a newspaper ad and treats
it as a joke. However, Ben isn't so sure, and
wants to find out just what is happening. Yet
is it an exciting adventure, or is he in terrible
danger? There are lots of things to think about
in this science fiction thriller.
Giff, Patricia Reilly. Nory Ryan's Song.
(Delacorte, 2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-385-32141-4).
In this volume, the author combines family
history and her interest in Ireland to write a story
of a young girl who is faced with starvation
when blight attacks the family's main crop of
potatoes. She must help find food and maintain
hope to help her family survive so that her family can be reunited with a sister who has already
left for America. It is a story of courage and
faith to move on to new challenges.
Levine, Gail Carson. The Wish. (HarperCollins,
2000, $15.95, ISBN 0-06-027900-1).
Wilma Sturtz feels left out and ignored at
her middle school until she meets a strange
old lady on the subway who grants her a wish.
Wilma wishes she could be the most popular
girl at school and immediately everything
changes. Yet then she begins to wonder if she
is really liked for who she is, and she begins
to worry about what will happen if suddenly
the magic should stop. The story has a heroine that middle school girls will identify with
as well as some thought-provoking ideas for
readers to consider.
Martin, Ann M. and Laura Godwin. The Doll
People. Illustrations by Brian Selznick.
(Hyperion, 2000, $15.99, ISBN 078680361-4).
Annabelle is a porcelain doll who lives
with her family in
hundred-year-old
dollhouse. The dolls are alive under a doll
code of honor that they all pledge to follow.
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This code demands complete stillness whenever humans are around. However, Annabelle
knows about an aunt doll who disappeared
after going out on an adventure. When she
finds her aunt's diary, she is convinced that
the aunt doll is somewhere in the big house,
and she wants to find her. In the meantime, a
family of modern plastic dolls moves in to
the big house, and life is changed dramatically for the antique dolls. This is a book that
you won't want to put down, and it will make
you wonder if dolls are people, too.
Rinaldi, Ann. The Staircase. (Harcourt,
2000, $16.00, ISBN 0-15-202430-1).
Lizzy Enders has been left at a convent girl's
school after her mother dies on the Sante Fe
trail. She is not Catholic in belief and is shunned
by the girls who pray to saints for miracles that
Lizzy doesn't believe will ever happen. In her
loneliness, she befriends a poor carpenter hired
to build a staircase to the chapel's choir loft - a
difficult job because of an error in the original
building plans. Through this friendship, Lizzy
begins to realize that things aren't always what
they seem. The story is based on a legend of a
mysterious carpenter who built a spiral staircase at the Chapel of Loretto in Sante Fe and
then disappeared before he could even be
thanked or paid.
Yolen, Jane. Boots and the Seven Leaguers: A Rock-and-Troll Novel. (Harcourt, 2000,
$17.00, ISBN 0-15-202557-X).
Gog is just an average teenager - except
that he is a troll. He loves music and has a
best friend and a kid brother who is smarter
than he is. His dream is to get tickets to the
concert being held by his favorite band. Boots
and the Seven Leaguers, but the show is sold
out. Then Gog and his friend pretend to be
roadies and they get a job setting up equipment for the band. Everything seems to be
working out, until Gog's little brother, who
has followed them, vanishes, and life gets
pretty complicated. This is another must-read
that will be hard to put down once you have
started reading.
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Call For Manuscripts
Types of Submissions
Manuscripts, which should not exceed 15 typed, single-sided, double-spaced pages, may take a variety
of forms:
•

Descriptions of literacy instructional practices that are based upon practical experience or
research.

•

Descriptions of students' development as language users.

•

Narratives about our learning or our students' learning that occurred in the school
setting or elsewhere.

•

Commentaries on or analysis of issues related to literacy.

•

Research reports and summaries of research published elsewhere.

•

Cartoons or graphics related to literacy.

Peer Review Policy
Each submission will be reviewed by three of the members of the MRA Editorial Review Board. At
least two of the three reviewers will perform roughly the same role as the author; for example, when a
classroom teacher submits an article, at least two of the reviewers will also be current classroom teachers.
Please enclose a two-sentence description of yourself, including affiliation with local reading council, if
applicable. (Neither membership in MRA nor in a local council is required for manuscript acceptance.)

Submission Requirements
All manuscripts should be prepared using guidelines outlined in the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. The first page of the submission should contain the title and the author's
name, address, and phone numbers (work and home); no identifying information should appear anywhere
else on the manuscript, since the review process is anonymous.
Authors should submit five copies of articles along with two stamped, self-addressed envelopes. No
manuscripts will be returned. Decisions about manuscripts are normally made within two months. Once
your manuscript is accepted for publication, you will be asked to revise the manuscript if necessary and to
resubmit a printed copy and, if possible, an electronic version on a 3.5-inch computer diskette in text
formats. Charts, graphs, drawings, and high quality photographs pertaining to article topics will be appreciated. Visuals will be returned if requested. Mail all submissions to:

MRA Mission Statement
The Michigan Reading Association is a dynamic organization whose mission is to promote
literacy by enabling the varied communities of
learners to become knowledgeable decision makers and by providing opportunities to share
common and diverse interests and beliefs.
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Dr. Karen Edwards, Editor
1107 0 Summertime Trail
Williamsburg, MI 49690

MICHIGAN READING JOURNAL

The Michigan Reading Association

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

5241 Plainfield NE
Suite I, Box 1 O
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49525

PAID

Mt. Pleasant, Ml
Perniit No. 191

Michigan
Reading
Association
A Michigan Non-profit Corporation

~ !ll '[; P, 1! ,U fr - 1/'if j! ~
t ];Ji1!
£1!
, ·'ji -~
Jt;!l '!! '1
!HI
l!dH:li.V.;td'iitff~:tluU:11nujiu1t-.b11At'l!ruJfJ1i11ft:1!tl.4:trn41:lllfldJtdlu.n:H

·* *·***":":""'*'llr*** **·* ±*½*A~JTO* *5-DIGIT -48430

Gwen Grahwu
2763

YY4
819 W SHIAWASSEE AVENUE

FENTv~ Ml

4843u-20D2

211

